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WHEREAS, Blood Bank of Hawai’i initially opened its doors in February 1941 on the grounds of what is
now The Queen’s Medical Center; known then as the Honolulu Blood-Plasma Bank, the organization served
as a wartime agency under the Office of Civilian Defense and returned to its non-profit civilian status in
1943; the Honolulu Blood-Plasma bank officially changed its name to Blood Bank of Hawaii in 1946, and
has been serving patients throughout our islands for more than 70 years; and

WHEREAS, the Blood Bank of Hawai’i reminds us that a safe and adequate blood supply is an important
resource for every community; every two seconds someone needs blood, as required for medical operations
ranging from bone marrow and organ transplants to emergency and elective surgeries; one single blood
donation can help assist the lives of up to three people; and

WHEREAS, the Blood Bank of Hawai’i addresses the challenge of providing much needed blood to hospitals
throughout our state; last year, the nonprofit organization collected in excess of 80,000 blood products
from nearly 25,000 donors; our state’s unique geographic location and diverse population present
additional challenges to collecting and storing an adequate local blood supply; and

WHEREAS, the Blood Bank of Hawai’i calls attention to the winter months being the time of year when
blood donations are in short supply due to the holidays, illnesses, travel schedules and inclement weather;
and

WHEREAS, the Blood Bank of Hawai’i would like to extend its sincere mahalo to our residents and visitors
who donate blood, whether it is their first time or whether they have donated several units; their efforts
save lives in our islands and help with critical research leading to better healthcare for everyone; and

WHEREAS, the Blood Bank of Hawai’i will join other blood donation centers across the nation in
celebrating “National Blood Donor Month” in January, 2014 to encourage healthy citizens to make blood
donations; there will be scheduled events on the islands of O’ahu, Maui, Kaua’i, and in Hilo and Kona on
Hawai’i Island to recognize the top blood donors in our state; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Neil Abercrombie, Governor, and I, Shan Tsutsui, Lieutenant Governor of the
State of Hawaii, do hereby proclaim January 2014 as

“BLOOD DONOR MONTH”
in Hawai’i, and encourage healthy citizens to strengthen our communities and the Blood Bank of Hawai’i
by donating blood to help save the lives of others.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this nineteenth day of
December, 2013.
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