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In Honor of the late Harry Seisho Nakasone

TsuitO KOen - Memorial Performance Concert
WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone was born on O’ahu in 1912; his mother Nae Nakasone was a koto

instructor who took him to Okinawa to live with his grandparents; and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone returned to Hawai’i in 1925 and was presented his first saiishin, a

three-string instrument with a skin-covered soundbox, by his uncle who was an accomplished player; and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone did not start his formal instruction on the sanshin until 1933, and

for the next 20 years took lessons and continued his study of classical Okinawan music under notable Nomura-Ryu

Uta-Sanshin masters, becaming the first non-Japanese citizen to achieve the Instructor’s license from the Nomura

RyO Ongaku Kyökai; he went on to earn the Shihan (Master) title and then the highest honor in Okinawan classical

music; and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nalcasone founded his school, Nakasone Seifu I{ai, in 1953, and became a lecturer

in the University of Hawaii Music Department’s Ethnomusicology Program in 1966, teaching Uta-sanshin until his

retirement in 2002; and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone continued mentoring able students through the Hawai’i State

Foundation on Culture and the Art’s MasterApprenticeship Program and was instrumental in helping to found

the Nomura Ryü Ongaku Kyakai-Hawai’i Chapter in 1967; and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone after more than forty years of studying, teaching and performing with

the sanshin, was awarded by the National Endowment for the Arts with a Arts Folk Heritage Fellowship in 1991,

and the Japanese government awarded him the Fifth-Class Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays in 1994;

and

WHEREAS, the late Harry Seisho Nakasone passed away in March 2011 at the age of 99, and a TSUITO KOEN or

“Memorial Performance Concert” will be held in his honor at the Hawai’i Okinawa Center on April 20, 2013; the

concert will feature guests from Okinawa, along with local musicians and dancers;

NOW, THEREFORE 1, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSIJI, Lieutenant Governor of the

State of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim April 20, 2013, as

“HARRY SEISHO NAKASONE DAY9’
in Hawaii and encourage the people of the Aloha State to join us in participating in remembering Nakasone Sensei

for his contributions to culture and arts in Hawai’i, and honoring his achievements in Okinawan classical music.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this fifth day of March, 2013.
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L ABERCROMBIE

Governor, State of Hawai’i

SHAN S. TSUTSUI
IL Governor, State of Hawai’i


