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In Recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the

Hawai’i Fire Fighters Association
WHEREAS, the Hawaii Fire Fighters Association was established, in the spirit of many unions, out of employee discontent—
including the burden of low salaries and an average 84-hour work week in 1960—and a desire for representation by
individuals who understood the unique concerns and working environment of professional fire fighting; and

WHEREAS, initial contact in 1957 with the International Association of Fire Fighters culminated in a March 1963 charter for
the Hawai’i Fire Fighters Association, Local 1463, with 350 members, or 76 percent of the Honolulu Fire Department, while
temporary officers were elected, including the union’s first President David T.K. Ho; first Vice President Thomas Blondin; first
Secretary Mogul K. Crabbe; and first Treasurer Richard Miyashiro; and

WHEREAS, in 1970, the Hawai’i Public Employment Relations Act 171 was passed, offering the first comprehensive bargaining
law encompassing all of Hawaii’s public employees, providing for a statewide fire fighter bargaining unit and the extension of
membership to fire fighters in Kaua’i County, Maui County (Maui, Moloka’i, Lana’i), and Hawaii County; and

WHEREAS, the Hawai’i Fire Fighters Association was selected as the exclusive bargaining unit in 1972, allowing for the
formation of its first statewide executive board, including former President Richard “Black” Perry; former Secretary-Treasurer
Melvin Nonaka; former O’ahu Chairman Hiram “Polo” Simeona; and former Recorder William Adachi; Francis J. Kennedy, Jr.
was appointed as business manager and Sandra Takehara became the union’s office secretary and, later, office manager; and

WHEREAS, the Hawaii Fire Fighters Association secured its first collective bargaining contract in 1973 in which all counties
were in agreement for fire fighters’ work schedules to reflect a 56-hour work week by January 1, 1975; and

WHEREAS, upon former President Perry’s 1998 retirement, Robert H. Lee was elected as the union’s new and current
President, taking the Association in new directions with the support of the former President, while today Hawai’i benefits from
the courageous service of nearly 2,000 state and county fire fighters in nearly 100 fire stations throughout the state;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, NElL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor for the State of
Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim September 21, 2014, as

“HAWAI’I FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION DAY”
in Hawai’i, and ask all citizens of the Aloha State to join us in recognizing the Association’s decades of efforts in ensuring that
Hawai’i’s fire fighters are fairly compensated for their bravery in answering the call to protect our residents and visitors alike.

DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this twelfth day of September, 2014.
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NE ABERCROMBIE SHAN S. TSUTSUI
Governor, State of Hawaii Lt. Governor, State of Hawaii


