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September 27, 2014

With much sadness, I extend my sincere condolences to the family and friends of Murray
Turnbull. To his wife, Phyllis; sons, John and Clayton; daughters, Martha and Sarah Roe; eight
grandchildren; his great-grandchildren; and the rest of Murray’s extended ‘ohana, I offer my
deepest sympathy.

Among Murray’s many immense gifts was the ability to uniquely and concretely see in any
medium—whether it be a canvas, a block of wood, a promising pupil, or even a university—the
potential for a profound transformation. The audacity of his ideas was matched by his warmly
humble demeanor—a humility that fueled earnest action toward bringing these ideas to fruition.
The same tireless pursuit of growth and experimentation that led to his prodigious output as an
artist was applied in his leadership of institutions like the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa’s
College of Arts and Sciences and, of course, the East-West Center.

Murray not only planted the seed of the concept that would become the Center—he cultivated
and nourished it, seeing it blossom as its inaugural interim Chancellor. He envisioned a means
for Hawai'i to fulfill its potential as a special place of great harmony, governed by the Aloha Spirit
and the promise of a diversity that edified all those fortunate enough to call the islands home. By
extending this ethic to enrich students in countries across the Pacific, Hawai'‘i too has been
forever transformed by this institution and the great work and interactions it has made possible
over more than half a century. I join the many students who have passed through the East-West
Center, as well as the thousands of students who gained lifelong inspiration from Murray’s
teaching, in mourning his loss and recognizing his extraordinary contributions.

Murray’s art and legacy will continue to resonate throughout the islands and beyond, like the
echoes of his jazz trumpet playing in the University’s art auditorium. To his ‘ohana and friends, |
wish you his strength and peace in this difficult time.
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