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WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” Herkes was born on January 24, 1931 in Iloilo, Philippines, and became a third-
generation resident of Hawai’i island, growing up in Hilo and graduating from Punahou School, earning a degree
from City College of San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” Herkes gained experience in the hospitality industry at the Coconut Island Resort, the
Cannon Club, Naniloa Hotel, Mona Inn and Mona Marlin Club before serving as vice president for Inter-Island
Resorts from 1959-1974, and general manager for the Mona Surf Hotel from 1979-1986; and

WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” Herkes embarked on a distinguished career representing the people of Hawai’i Island in
1982 when he served on the Hawai’i County Police Commission, beginning his tenure on the County Council in
1984 and being appointed to the State Senate in 1988 before representing District 5 in the Hawai’i House of
Representatives from 1992-20 12; and

WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” Herkes worked tirelessly as an elected official to improve the quality of life of his
constituents, eliminating telephone party lines on Hawai’i Island, bringing the Ka’a Ho’ola medical van to South
Mona and Ma’u to improve healthcare for underserved communities, bringing the first FEMA-certified shelter to
Ka’u and a gymnasium for Ka’u High School and Pahala Elementary School, and securing funding for a well in
Ocean View; and

WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” Herkes was a staunch advocate for consumers, homeowners and small businesses, being
honored with the “Guardian of Small Business” award from the National Federation of Independent Business,
Hawai’i Chapter in 2000 and championing landmark legislation in 2011 increasing protections for homeowners
facing foreclosure to the highest level of any state in America;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor for the
State of Hawai’i, express our deepest sympathies to Bob’s wife, Jo-Anna; brother, John; sister, Jana; sons, Bobby,
Kenny, and Doug; and his extended ‘ohana, and urge the people of Hawai’i to remember Bob’s passionate
dedication and unique contributions to the Hawai’i Island community, as well as homeowners and small
businesses throughout the islands.

DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai’i, this sixteenth day of September,
2014.
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Governor, State of Hawai’i Lt. Governor, State of Hawai’i


