
In Recognition of Marriage Equity
WHEREAS, Hawai’i became the birthplace of the marriage equality movement when the Hawaii State Supreme Court
handed down its historic ruling in the Baehr v Miike case in 1993 stating that denying marriage to same-sex couples
constituted discrimination based on sex in violation of the right to equal protection guaranteed by the State of
Hawai’i’s Constitution; and

WHEREAS, over the past 20 years, since that historic ruling, 16 states, the District of Columbia and 15 countries now
offer marriage equality to their residents; and

WHEREAS, during the past 20 years, Hawai’i’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community and its allies have
never given up the fight to see that marriage equality would become a reality here is the Aloha State; and

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2013, the Supreme Court of the United States issued its ruling in Windsor v. the United States
and, in doing so, struck down Section 3 of the so-called Defense of Marriage Act, effectively giving all lawfully married
same-sex couples access to all the rights, benefits and privileges the federal government bestows on opposite-sex
couples; and

WHEREAS, on October 28, 2013, the Hawai’i State Legislature convened in a Special Session, called by Governor Neil
Abercrombie, to debate the issue of marriage equity in the State of Hawai’i; and

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2013, the Hawai’i State Legislature passed Senate Bill 1 HD1 (Relating to Equal Rights)
and enrolled the bill for the Governor’s signature; and

WHEREAS, on November 13, 2013, Governor Neil Abercrombie signed Senate Bill 1 HD1 into law as Act 1 of the
2013 Second Special Session, also known as the Hawaii Marriage Equality Act of 2013, effective December 2,2013;
and

WHEREAS, the legalization of marriage equality is part of the long history of civil rights movements in the United
States and is a clear example of people exercising courage, determination and patient perseverance; the result
advances equity in marriage and honors First Amendment religious imperatives;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor
for the State of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim December 2, 2013 as

“MARRIAGE EQUITY DAY”
in Hawai’i, and ask the people of the Aloha State to join us in honoring, recognizing and congratulating all the happy
couples who are now able to marry as a result of the Hawai’i Marriage Equality Act of 2013.

DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawaii, this twenty-second day of
November, 2013.

SHAN S. TSUTSUI
Lt. Governor, State of Hawaii

‘NEIL ABERCROMBIE
Governor, State of Hawaii


