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In Recognition of National Recovery Month

WHEREAS, the State of Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) Behavior Health Services Administration
reminds us that September is designated as National Recovery Month in Hawai’i, and the month-long
celebration provides an opportunity for federal, state, and local government entities, as well as non-profit
organizations, to promote the societal benefits of prevention, treatment and recovery for mental and
substance use disorders; celebrate the accomplishments of people in recovery; commend the contributions
of treatment and service providers; and support the message that recovery in all its forms is possible; and

WHEREAS, the State of Hawaii Department of Health Behavior Health Services Administration informs us
that citizens across the Aloha State recovering from substance use and mental health disorders are joined by
thousands of vital, active, contributing members of our communities who are living their lives in long-term
recovery; and

WHEREAS, the State of Hawai’i Department of Health Behavior Health Services Administration states that,
in 2012, the department supported treatment for nearly 4,000 individuals admitted to state-funded
programs; of those numbers, nearly 3,600 individuals where discharged, and the most common source of
admission to facilities were self-referrals; and

WHEREAS, the State of Hawai’i Department of Health Behavior Health Services Administration educates our
community about how individuals in recovery demonstrate the power each of us hold in transforming
ourselves, our ‘ohano, and our communities; and that the message of hope for those in recovery, and their
strength of character, is derived not from their imperfections but from their ability and courage to recognize
those imperfections and address them; and

WHEREAS, the State of Hawai’i Department of Health Behavior Health Services Administration encourages
all the residents of Hawai’i to observe National Recovery Month in September with ceremonies, activities
and celebrations statewide; and demonstrate their gratitude to the dedicated professionals, and the family
and friends who provide the skills, resources and empathy to guide people through the treatment and
recovery process; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor of the
State of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim September 2013 as

“NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH”
in Hawai’i and ask the people of the Aloha State to join us in spreading the positive messages that behavioral
health is essential to overall health, prevention works, treatment is effective, and people can and do recover.

DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawaii, this twenty-seventh day of August
20 3.
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SHAN S. TSUTSUI
Lt. Governor, State of Hawai’i
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Governor, State of Hawai’i


