
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In Recognition of Rett Syndrome Awareness Month 
 

WHEREAS, Rett Syndrome Awareness Month was established by the International Rett Syndrome 
Foundation (IRSF) and is recognized nationwide including here in Hawai‘i by families affected by  
the conditions of Rett Syndrome during the month of October; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rett Syndrome Awareness Month educates the citizens of Hawai‘i about Rett Syndrome, 
originally known by the term cerebroatrophic hyperammonemia, a neurodevelopmental disorder of 
the grey matter of the brain caused by a genetic mutation of the MECP2 gene on the  
X chromosome; the disorder mainly affecting females but also has been found in some males; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rett Syndrome Awareness Month raises awareness about the disorder causing problems 
in brain function that are responsible for the cognitive, sensory, emotional, motor and autonomic 
function; Rett can affect learning, speech, sensory sensations, mood, movement, breathing, cardiac 
function, chewing, swallowing and digestion; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rett Syndrome Awareness Month reminds us that every two hours, a girl is born with 
Rett Syndrome, but symptoms usually do not appear until 6 to 18 months later; the postnatal 
neurological disorder occurs worldwide in one of every 10,000 to 23,000 female births, and has  
most often been misdiagnosed as autism, cerebral palsy, or non-specific developmental delay;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant 
Governor for the State of Hawai‘i, do hereby proclaim October 2013 as   
 

“RETT SYNDROME AWARENESS MONTH” 
 

in Hawai‘i and ask the people of the Aloha State to join us in recognizing the dedicated scientists  
and researchers throughout our global community who are working vigorously to find treatments  
and a cure for the disorder, and commending therapists, educators, and medical personnel that 
improve the quality of life for those affected by Rett Syndrome. 
 
DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai‘i, this twentieth day of 
September 2013. 

 

 

_______________________            _______________________ 

NEIL ABERCROMBIE SHAN S. TSUTSUI 
Governor, State of Hawai‘i Lt. Governor, State of Hawai‘i 


