In Recognition of Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds has been the Commander of the Navy Regional Hawaii Naval
Surface Group Middle Pacific since November 2011; and

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds has been selected and will transfer in July to San Diego to
serve as the commander of Expeditionary Strike Group Three, a min-battle group tasked with patrolling
some of the world’s hot spots; and

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds’ distinguished career began with a B.S. from the University of
Alabama in 1982 and a commission from Officer Candidate School in 1983, and continues with a M.S. in
Information System Technology from George Washington University, a M.S. in Military Studies from the
Marine Corp Command and Staff College, and a M.S. in National Security Strategy from the National War
College; and

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds command experience most recently includes command of
Amphibious Squadron Eight from 2007 and Kearsarge Expeditionary Strike Group commander in support of
Operations in Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, and Counter Piracy Operations and Bangladesh and
Haiti Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief operations; and

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Fernandez L. Ponds also served many shore assignments, most recently as a senior
fellow on the 2010 Chief of Naval Operations Strategic Studies Group;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor of
the State of Hawai'i, do hereby proclaim July 10, 2013, as

“REAR ADMIRAL FERNANDEZ L. PONDS DAY”

in Hawai'i and ask the people of the Aloha State to join us in recognizing the accomplishment of Rear Admiral
Ponds and our wish for much success in his future assignments, and as with all our Naval family we send our
warmest wishes for “fair winds and following seas.”

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai'j, this first day of
July 2013.
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