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In Recognition of the Aloha Boys

WHEREAS, the Aloha Boys, Isaac Ho’opi’i, Glen Hirabayashi and Try Queja; and their daughters, the Aloha Girls
dancers Bess Ho’opi’i Viernes, Kukana Ho’opi’i, Ashley Hirabayashi Spaulding, Amy Hirabayashi, Clarissa Queja
Sonoda, and Cassie Queda, have served since 1996 as ambassadors of Aloha in the United States and overseas with
traditional and contemporary Hawaiian songs and hula in the nahenahe style; and

WHEREAS, the Aloha Boys were born and raised in Hawai’i and transplanted to the Washington D.C. area to pursue
careers; they have brought a very special aspect of Hawai’i’s musical culture to appreciative audiences in
performances at Carnegie Hall, the National Mall, the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, the openings of the World
War II Memorial and Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, and other venues in New York City,
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charlotte, and in various places California, Hawaii and overseas; and

WHEREAS, the Aloha Boys’ performances reflects the informal musical style kanikapila or an acoustic down-home,
backyard-style of Hawaiian music, which includes everything from traditional to contemporary songs but carries
with it a nostalgia for Hawaii and the gatherings of Hawaiian family and friends under the mango tree on a summer
evening to play music and enjoy each other’s company —a lifestyle that is unique and precious to Hawai’i; and

WHEREAS, the Aloha Boys were honored and humbled to participate in the memorial service for Senator Daniel
Inouye at the Washington National Cathedral on December 21, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Aloha Boys have been able to introduce to audiences outside the State of Hawai’i the very special
essence of the Hawaiian music they each learned in their youth in their respective home towns: Isaac Ho’opi’i in
Waianae on O’ahu, Irv Queja in Wahiawa on O’ahu, and Glen Hirabayashi born on O’ahu and raised on Kaua’i;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NEIL ABERCROMBIE, Governor, and I, SHAN S. TSUTSUI, Lieutenant Governor of the State
of Hawai’i, do hereby proclaim August 8, 2013, as

“THE ALOHA BOYS DAY”
in Hawai’i and ask the people of the Aloha State to join us in recognizing and celebrating the dedication,
commitment, and excellence of the talented Hawaiian musical group as they spread the spirit of Aloha to worldwide
audiences in support and promotion of our great State and the diversity of our vibrant culture.

DONE at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawaii, this sixth day of August 2013.

ABERCROMBIE SHAN S. TSUTSUI
Governor, State of Hawai’i Lt. Governor, State of Hawai’i


